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SUBJECT: FLYING TIGER OPERATIONS IN SINGAPORE 

REF: SINGAPORE 0228 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . FLYING TIGER REPRESENTATIVES HAVE INFORMED 
DEPARTMENT AND CAB THAT THEY FIND GOS CONDITIONS 
WHICH LIMIT THEIR OPERATIONS IN SINGAPORE TO A TWO-WEEK 
TEMPORARY PERMIT, PLUS A FORTNIGHTLY RENEWAL COST 

OF SIN DOLLARS 1,000 AS WELL AS REFUSAL TO ALLOW 

FTL TO CARRY TRAFFIC ORIGINATING IN THE US AND DESTINED 

FOR SINGAPORE ON FLIGHTS 45/48 TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE. 

FTL FEELS SO STRONGLY ABOUT THIS THAT THEY HAVE 
INSTRUCTED THEIR REPRESENTATIVE IN SINGAPORE TO 
ADVISE GOS THAT IF RESTRICTIVE PROVISIONS REMAIN 
FTL WILL NO LONGER SUPPORT SIA APPLICATIONS BEFORE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 013024 

US AUTHORITIES. 

2. AS EMBASSY HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY INFORMED DEPARTMENT 
IS CONCERNED BY THE TURN OF EVENTS WHICH HAVE TAKEN 
PLACE. THE AGREEMENT WHICH WAS REACHED LAST YEAR, 
WHEN THE MOU WAS SIGNED, ENVISAGED A BALANCED AND 
VIABLE AVIATION RELATIONSHIP. WHEN, AFTER SIGNATURE, 
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GOS CHANGED ITS INTENT FROM THAT WHICH IT HAD 

PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED IN REGARD TO A CARGO OPERATION, 
BOTH THE DEPARTMENT AND CAB COOPERATED TO THE FULLEST 
IN ORDER TO EXPEDITE THAT APPLICATION. UP TO NOW 
THERE HAS BEEN NOTHING BUT SUPPORT FOR SIA. HOWEVER, 
WITH THIS CONTINUING SERIES OF DELAYS, PROBLEMS AND 
CHANGES IN REGARD TO THE FTL APPLICATION, WHICH ARE 
NEITHER WITHIN THE SPIRIT OF THE AGREEMENT NOR 
ENVISAGED AS PART OF A MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL OPERATION, 
THE DEPARTMENT IS SERIOUSLY DISTURBED THAT THESE 
PROBLEMS CAN ARISE PRIOR TO THE RATIFICATION OF THE 
BILATERAL. 

3. THE DEPARTMENT WOULD NOT WISH TO CREATE PROBLEMS 
WHERE NONE EXIST, YET IT FINDS IT DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF SINGAPORE IS ACTING WITH 

THE SAME OBIECTIVES NOW THAT PREVAILED DURING THE 
NEGOTIATIONS. WE WOULD HOPE THAT A MUTUALLY 
SATISFACTORY SOLUTION TO THIS PROBLEM CAN BE 
EXPEDITIOUSLY REACHED SINCE THE DEPARTMENT WOULD NOT 
LIKE TO FIND IT NECESSARY TO MAKE A NEGATIVE 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE PRESIDENT WHEN IT IS NECESSARY 
FOR HIM TO PASS ON ANY OF THE PENDING SINGAPORE 
AIRLINE APPLICATIONS. 
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4. THE EMBASSY SHOULD MAKE A DEMARCHE AT THE HIGHEST 
APPROPRIATE LEVEL WITH REGARD TO THE REFUSAL TO ALLOW 
FTL CARRY US-SINGAPORE TRAFFIC, DRAWING UPON THE 
MATERIAL CITED ABOVE IN AN ATTEMPT TO HAVE THE GOS 
AUTHORITIES AMEND THEIR PLANNED RESTRICTIVE ACTION 

TO REGULATIZE FTL'S APPLICATION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
EMBASSY NEED NOT RAISE QUESTIONS OF TEMPORARY PERMIT 
OR COST OF RENEWAL IF IT BELIEVES DOING SO WOULD 
COMPROMISE ACHIEVING MAIN OBJECTIVE. IF THIS IS DONE, 

THE DEPARTMENT SEES NO DIFFICULTIES IN PRECEDING 
WITH THE SIGNING OF THE PENDING AGREEMENT OR WITH 
DEFENDING ITS EARLIER POSITION VIS-A-VIS SINGAPORE’S 
PENDING APPLICATIONS. CHRISTOPHER 
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